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Production Charlotte Newell
Josh Hampton
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Choreographer Leen Dewilde

Producer Kate Perridge

Dramaturg SJ Bailes

Negative Space was funded by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. 
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Mole Wetherell – founder and artistic director of Reckless Sleepers, theatre director and 
designer a regular visiting artist at many of the UK universities that focus on contemporary 
theatre practice.

Leen Dewilde – is a performer, performance maker dancer and visual artist. In 2011 she 
created A String Section for Reckless Sleeper, she is a performer in both The Last Supper and 
Schrödinger.

Alex Covell – Was a performer in the Club Reckless project “this is not America part 3”
Club Reckless creates projects with large groups of young artists typically 18 - 30

Leentje Van de Cruys – Belgian artist and theatre maker living in the UK making solo 
performances and installations worked for Fabuleus performing, writing and directing for 
younger artists.

Kevin Egan – Theatre maker and academic based in the North West. He was the sound and 
lighting designer for ‘With my head in the’, and is a performer in Schrödinger.

Tim Ingram - Has performed with Reckless Sleepers since 1998 his project include the Last 
Supper, Schrödinger’s Box, GB Bill, Terminal, A House on a Hill, The Pilots and Negative Space

Rebecca Young - Joined Reckless Sleepers as a graduate of the Club Reckless programme 
she is also a performer in Schrödinger.

Company History
Started in 1989 incorporated as a UK company in 1994 
Reckless Sleepers is currently a group of 13 individual artists who live in Belgium, the UK and 
Ireland. Reckless Sleepers founder is Mole Wetherell
The company dedicated to the production, presentation and development of innovative and 
experimental contemporary visual art and performance. 
Over the past 20 years Reckless Sleepers have produced many highly original performance 
pieces, exhibitions, installations and education programmes.
The company has bases in the UK and Belgium.
The company artists are all specialists in theatre making, but have additional expertise in dance, 
performance, visual art and design.

Current repertoire projects
Negative Space, A String Section, Schrödinger, The Last Supper, Spanish Train.

Artistic Statement
Reckless Sleepers create original theatre pieces installation projects and interventions for 
theatres, galleries, museums, site and seasonally specific projects that both entertain and 
challenge its audiences, viewers and participants.
Reckless Sleepers produce works from a basis of research and development; where ideas are 
central, projects are installed rather than presented, mistakes are embraced, ideas are given a 
chance, and a second chance, and pushed so that they become uncomfortable to do, 
uncomfortable to listen to and uncomfortable to watch.

The company take almost 18 months to deliver a project from initial idea through to finished 
product, once produced a piece of work will still go through a process of change and reworking. 
Projects remain in repertoire until they become unworkable.

The company invest in research phases for all new ideas,  out of these phases new projects 
emerge, sometimes they are theatre pieces, sometimes not.
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Publicity Copy

Main Copy - For Brochures and Venue Web sites 138 words

To begin, Reckless Sleepers built a room-sized wooden frame and lined it with plasterboard. 
For several weeks they started smashing it up, smashing it down, then piecing together the 
fragments of their destruction back together. 
The result is this show, Negative Space.

From a blank architectural canvas, something fantastical emerges. It's a love story. 
It's a slapstick comedy. It's slasher, action, melodrama...and not a single word is spoken. Soon 
different possible stories are spiralling around, hurtling towards an ending.

reckless-sleepers.eu

‘This show makes confetti of convention’ - Elliot Garlick


“Negative Space is….. beautiful” James Varney Exuent


’the threads passing through this show are infinite and infinitely fine, 

you might pluck anything from them; gender politics, domestic violence, 

the Eurozone, the Spanish Civil War’ - James Varney Exuent


“Brilliant” - James Varney Exuent


“bloody brilliant!” - Mark Dee North West End


“Once you start you cannot take your eyes from the stage.” Mark Dee North West End


Post-show talks: {insert dates}


Age: 12+
Duration: 1 hour.

download this image © Jonathan Turner for Compass Live Art
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Direct Mail
Negative Space - Reckless Sleepers

Date

Dear Friend,

On [date], internationally acclaimed Anglo-Belgian performance company Reckless Sleepers 
will bring their brand new touring production of Negative Space to [your venue details]. 

’the threads passing through this show are infinite and infinitely fine, you might pluck anything
from them; gender politics, domestic violence, the Eurozone, the Spanish Civil War’ 
James Varney - Exeuent

‘Reckless Sleepers are one of the most internationally acclaimed names in Contemporary 
Theatre and having watched their latest project ‘Negative Space’, I can see why’ 
Hannah Whiston

‘To be honest I have no idea what I witnessed and what I should call it. Nor do I know if I have 
accurately described their intention and done the piece and the company justice in this writing. 
All I can say is that this is something that you need to find out and experience for yourselves. 
This is certainly not theatre in the accepted sense, but whatever it is, it is bloody brilliant!’
Mark Dee North West End

‘Experimental and very physical, but also eminently accessible, because it is highly visual, the 
theatre of Reckless Sleepers operates like a rebus and like a metaphor of the mind in which 
words and images appear, disappear, and reappear before nestling in the unconscious." Gilles 
Bechet Agenda Brussels    

To book tickets please contact [insert box office details]. For more information about 
Schrödinger or any of the other Reckless Sleepers projects please go to our web site.

www.reckless-sleepers.eu.  

We look forward to seeing you at the show,
Insert name
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Press Release
      

[Date for release here] [Today’s date]

On [Date] internationally acclaimed Anglo-Belgian Performance Company Reckless Sleepers 
will bring their touring production of Negative Space to [your venue details]

Mole Wetherell, Artistic Director, says: ‘I couldn’t leave the project Schrödinger alone over the 
past 15 years we have looked at the project again and again, five years after the last 
performance of Schrödinger’s Box we spent two weeks re-examining the piece, looking for 
holes or gaps in the structure, reworking the processes that we’d used, this research ultimately 
led to the publication ‘Trial’, which itself reignited interest in the performance, and so 5 years 
after the launch of ‘Trial’ we presented the remake now called Schrödinger.

In 2011 we thought that we’d exhausted the places that we could present Schrödinger, we were 
wrong, we’re still presenting it, but because we wanted to carry on making work and because 
we wanted to work together we started making something new.

In 2011 this started life as a research project called EMPIRE - we wanted to change the way 
that theatre happened in the UK - we wanted to take over theatres, programme and present 
ourselves, we knew that was impossible to achieve, so instead we came up with another 
project, a sister project to Schrödinger, an upside down inside out polarised version.

So in 2014 we built a wooden frame and clad it with plasterboard, it didn’t take long before the 
walls started to be smashed up and torn down, it didn’t take long for us to start to collect bruises 
and materials to make a new show.

And in November 2014 presented the first public version of this new material and Called it 
Negative Space.

Early in 2015 we made an exhibition to accompany it 

Late in 2015 we start a schedule of presentations of the project in Belgium and the UK.

Early in 2016 we will have published a book about how we made the project.

Late in 2018 we expect to have exhausted the places that we can present Negative Space and 
start to make something new.

Touring  
Residencies
We resist the use of the word touring to describe how we distribute our theatre projects, during 
the research phases for Negative Space we realised another model, and so we embarked on 
establishing a programme of presentation + residency, simply what this has meant is that 
Negative Space rarely happens on its own. We’ve presented it along side our other repertoire 
projects, or presented it as part of a residency at local Universities, but other models exist.

This residency format is working incredibly well to develop new and loyal audiences for 
Reckless Sleepers and the venues that they visit. 
Web pages

Negative Space Images

Negative Space Press

Negative Space Video

Negative Space production
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Wraparound Activity

Reckless Sleepers deliver projects for and with students or young practitioners this currently 
includes a series of University residencies creating new works with large ensembles. This is not 
America part 3 (made with Graduates of MMU Cheshire) was one of those projects and was 
presented and toured as part of the residency series.

For each presentation of Negative Space Reckless Sleepers will organise residencies, 
workshops and lectures at Universities and Colleges. Liaison with a dedicated Audience 
Development and Education officer is expected.

Participants of our residencies and workshops automatically become Reckless Sleepers 
ambassadors who will support the company in creating new audiences for the performances 
wherever they might live.

Workshops are generally about devising processes. however the company can deliver bespoke 
workshops for contemporary dance, visual art and inset training for teachers.

Workshop letter

Dear 

Between [insert dates] Reckless Sleepers will be performing Negative Space at [your venue 
details], one of the company's newest devised performance works and we are writing to formally 
invite you and your students to attend this performance. 

In order to support this presentation we would like to offer your students and colleagues an 
introductory workshop. This workshop will focus on the creative processes that were developed 
whilst devising and creating Reckless Sleepers performance.

The basis of the workshop is to pass on as many of these methods or strategies for developing 
the students own work as possible. 

3 hours sessions are preferable, Reckless sleepers normally charge £150 (per workshop). The 
ideal size for a workshop is a group of 15 students in a room capable of supporting this number 
of students approximately 12m x 12m should be ideal.

To book a workshop please contact: Mole Wetherell info@reckless-sleepers.co.uk.

A post show discussion has been scheduled for [insert dates]
A matinee performance has been scheduled for [insert dates]

If you would prefer a lecture about the work of the company then please do not hesitate to let us 
know. The company artistic director presents a lecture about audience/performer relationships 
called “in the same room” the lecture has been presented at many of the UK’s Universities.

Kevin Egan has also created a pre-show talk attended by all company members, this talk has 
accompanied a project exhibition and durational event called making negative space.

Industry talk back sessions have also been devised to accompany the project these include 
topics such as working in the industry, creating a company and the development of new touring 
strategies, the take over consultancy project EMPIRE, designing for theatres, producer and 
artists team, artists led organisations and what this means…

Kind regards, 
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